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ABSTRAK

FITRIA LAITUPA. American Dream in Chris Gardner’s “The Pursuit
of Happyness” (dibimbing oleh Hanyah Haneng dan Dahlia D. Moelier).

Skripsi ini bertujuan untuk memaparkan secara jelas apa yang dimaksud
dengan “American Dream” melalui perjuangan Chris Gardner dalam
menggapai kebahagiaannya, yang ditulis secara lengkap dalam novel “The
Pursuit of Happyness”.

Analisis dipusatkan pada unsur ekstrensik yang membangun cerita dalam
novel tersebut. Data diperoleh dari novel tersebut dan didukung dengan
referensi-referensi lainnya seperti, karir orang-orang Afrika-Amerika yang
sukses di Amerika serta biografi penulis. Data tersebut dianalisis dengan
menggunakan pendekatan sosiologis.

Dari hasil analisis disimpulkan bahwa Chris Gardner adalah seorang
pekerja keras, cerdas, inisiator, motivator, percaya diri, tekun, peduli dan
penyayang yang datang dari latar belakang pendidikan yang minim, keluarga
brokenhome dan seorang kulit hitam (negro). Motivasi Chris Gardner
dijelaskan melalui motivasinya untuk memenuhi lima kebutuhan dasar, yaitu
kebutuhan psikologis dan biologis, kebutuhan keamanan, kebutuhan cinta dan
kepunyaan, kebutuhan harga diri, dan kebutuhan aktualisasi diri. Chris Gardner
telah menyingkirkan beberapa penghalang untuk meraih kesuksesannya yaitu
kurang pengertian dari istrinya, masalah keuangan dan latar belakang
pendidikannya. Perjuangan Chris Gardner menggambarkan seorang yang
mewujudkan mimpi-mimpi meraih sukses di tanah Amerika, dimana Chris
Gardner dapat merealiasasikan sebuah etos nasional Amerika yaitu “American
Dream”.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

The American Dream is a national ethos of the United States of
America in which democratic ideals are perceived as a promise of prosperity
for its people. In the American Dream, first expressed by James Truslow
Adams in 1931, citizens of every rank feel that they can achieve a "better,
richer, and happier life."The idea of the American Dream is rooted in the
second sentence of the Declaration of Independence which states that "all men
are created equal" and that they are "endowed by their Creator with certain
inalienable Rights" including "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."

The "American Dream" has been credited with helping to build a
cohesive American experience but has also been blamed for overinflated
expectations. The presence of the American Dream has not historically helped
the majority of minority race and lower class American citizens to gain a
greater degree of social equality and influence. Instead, the American wealth
structure has often been observed to sustain class differences in which well-

positioned groups continue to be advantaged.



In common parlance, the term American Dream is often used as a
synonym for home ownership since homes have historically been seen as
status symbols separating the middle classes and the poor. This usage, though,
while common, is generally considered a very specific use of a more general
term.

Since the early 19th century, the United States has regarded and
promoted itself as a beacon of liberty and prosperity achieved through a
combination of the philosophical and ethical principles propounded by its
founders and implemented in their most perfect form. In tandem with this is
its natural wealth and bounty within the New World.

The meaning of the American Dream has evolved over the course of
American history. While historically traced to the New World mystique — the
availability of land and the continuing American expansion—the ethos today
simply indicates the ability, through participation in the resonant society and
culture of the United States, to bring prosperity to oneself.

According to the dream, this includes the opportunity for one's children
to grow up and receive an American education and its consequent career
opportunities. It is the opportunity to make individual choices without the

restrictions of class, caste, religion, race, or ethnic group.



Everyone has their own opinions on how they view the American
dream, It can be different for almost everyone when you take into
consideration their gender, age, nationality, and the transition of this idea
between each generation.

Most people would consider this fantasy as the "perfect life" which,
most comprehend as going to college, getting a good job, making a family,
and having more money than needed. This idea of the so called perfect life is
thought of as the universal dream for Americans. This dream is thought of as
the pursuit of happiness, but this idea is no longer a selfless goal. Instead, the
pursuit of happiness has transitioned into a self-serving fantasy for most
Americans. This transition of the American dream has caused most people in
this nation to lose focus on what is really important in our lives and
brainwashed us to believe the allusion that possessing material items will
bring us happiness. Many immigrants who reside in America have the idea
that the American dream is escaping poverty and simply living a better life,
while other immigrants and main stream American society view America as a

place of opportunity to become more successful financially.



The idea of the American dream and the pursuit of happiness may be
universal for mature Americans, but completely different for other types of
people according to their age, gender, nationality, and historic generation.

In literary works, the concept of the American dream has been studied,
discussed and analyzed. So many paper or writing about American dream.
Historian and writer James Truslow Adams coined the phrase "American
Dream" in his 1931 book Epic of America:

“The American Dream is that dream of a land in which life should be

better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each

according to ability or achievement. It is a difficult dream for the

European upper classes to interpret adequately, and too many of us

ourselves have grown weary and mistrustful of it. It is not a dream of

motor cars and high wages merely, but a dream of social order in which
each man and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of
which they are innately capable, and be recognized by others for what
they are, regardless of the fortuitous circumstances of birth or position”.

(Adams, 1931: 27)

The novel basically tell about American dream is not only a history or a
national epic of America but it as a motivation to all people who want to get
success. Instead, American dream is a social order. Not many people know
about the motivations of the Americans in pursuit their success. But in Chris

Gardner’s “The Pursuit of Happyness”, the author explains about how the

African-American can pursuit his happiness in America. Therefore, the writer




finds it important to gain more knowledge about American dream by

analyzing it in Chris Gardner’s “The Pursuit of Happyness”.

1.2 Identification of Problem
There are many problems that can be found in Chris Gardner’s “The
Pursuit of Happyness”. They are:
1. The American dream in the novel
2. The fighting of main character to reach his dream in the novel
3. The happiness means for the main character

4. Moral lesson in the novel

1.3 Scope of Problem

The title of this thesis is American Dream in Chris Gardner’s “The
Pursuit of Happyness”. The writer has concentrated her research on the
American dream in the novel, Based on the identification of problem, here are
the scopes of problem:

1. The American dream in the novel
2. The fighting of main character to reach his dream in the novel

3. The happiness means for the main character



1.4 Formulation of Problem
To broaden the inner thoughts of this writing, the writer proposes some
questions:
1. What is American Dream?
2, What is the fighting of main character to reach his dream?

3. What is the happiness means for the main character?

1.5 Objective of Study

It is necessary for the writer to gain more description and information
from the formulation of the problem. Here are the answer to the questions
above, the objectives of problems are:
1. To explain the American dream in the novel
2. To elaborate the fighting of main character to reach his dream in the novel

3. To explain the happiness means for the main character

1.6 Method of Research
The method which the writer has used in this research is library
research. Due to the fact, it is important for the writer to get as many as

information from the novel, articles which connected to her research.



1.6.1 Method of Collecting Data

The writer has used library research in collecting data. The writer has
also read several books and some important information based on the
objective study. The data has collected from the novel “The Pursuit of
Happyness”,
1.6.2 Method of Analyzing Data

Since the writer has uses sociological approach in analyzing the social
elements within a literary work, by reading the novel, analyzing the American

dream in the novel.

1.7 Sequence of Chapter
Chapter I consists of background of the writing. Chapter II consists of
the review of literature. Chapter III consists of the data analysis. And chapter

IV consists of the conclusions and suggestions of the writing.



1.6.1 Method of Collecting Data

The writer has used library research in collecting data. The writer has
also read several books and some important information based on the
objective study. The data has collected from the novel “The Pursuit of
Happyness”.
1.6.2 Method of Analyzing Data

Since the writer has uses sociological approach in analyzing the social
elements within a literary work, by reading the novel, analyzing the American

dream in the novel.



CHAPTER 11

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Literature is a conversation across the ages about our experience and
our nature. There is a surprising breadth of agreement. The amounts of
Literature were accumulated wisdom of the race. The sum of reflections on
our own existence is begun with observation, reporting, rendering the facts of
inner and outer reality with acuity sharpened by imagination.

At its greatest, it goes on to show how these facts have coherence and,
finally, meaning. As it dramatizes what actually happens to concrete
individuals who trying to shape their lives at the confluence of so many
imperatives, it presents us with concrete and particular manifestations of
universal truths. As the greatest authors know, the universal has to be
embodied in the particular where, as it is enmeshed in the complexity and
contradictoriness of real experience, it loses the clarity and lucidity that only
abstractions can possess.

Literary is offered to public as description of social fact. It can be
created by author’s point of view, experiences, way of life, research and even

the emotion in his mind.



“Literature is relation of life, seeing it’s a way of reproducing or

recreating the experience of life in the word, just or painting reproduces

of recreates certain figures or scenes in out of line or color. Knowledge
face value; it suggests that it is life which literature imitates or mirror,
in the other word the subject matter of literature is the manifold

experiences of loving people”. (Zeeger, 1966: 6)

Literature is a media that gives many benefits for human because
literature covers the whole aspects of life so we can see and know anything
from the world and every part of the world can be revealed in literature.
Literature can be used as a gear for stepping up the intensity and increasing
the range of our experience and as a glass for clarifying it.

Warren (1968: 569) stated that there are two conception of literature
still exist. One of which regards anything well said as literature and regard
literary style as working the distinction between literature and non-literature.
This distinction lets in formal and the familiar essay, if written in style. The
other conception of literature, which should be regarded as central and basic is
that literature is an imaginative form of expression, that all literature is fictive
or as it is popularity called “creative”. Literature remains not only one of the
arts, which music and painting but through its greatest practitioners gives us a
view of life as well; we live in an age of specialist, sociologists, psychologist

and philosophers. The greatest of these have recognized the universal debt to

literature.
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From the definitions above, we understood that literature should always

be thought of as an art. Like the other art, it draws its materials from the life.

2.1 Sociological Approach

The writer believes that the main function of literature is to figure out
and reflect that human life is changing and developing, more and more.
Because of that reason, the extrinsic elements should be counted in order to
equate the literary theory with the complexity of human life which influences
the literary works, so that sociological approach is being the solution,

In literature, sociological approach started from an assumption that
literature is the reflection of human life. Through literature authors expresses
their problems or human problems in which they are involved because they
are part of society. Literature approves influence from the society and gives it
to them. In other words, it has mutual relation. Even society often very
established the value of literature in an era. While literary man who the
member of society can not prevent the influences of the environments where
grow from and reflecting what he or she has gotten in his or her literary work.

Harrington (1999:39) outlines in his book Art and Social Theory six

ways in which art can be approached from a sociological standpoint: 1)
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humanistic historic approach, 2) Marxist social theory, 3) cultural studies,4)
theory of art in analytical philosophy, 5) anthropological studies of art, and 6)
empirical studies of contemporary art institutions. The variety of sociological
approaches introduced by Harrington confronts traditional, metaphysical
approaches to art.

According to Harrington, “sociological approaches generally possess a
stronger sense of the material preconditions, historical flux and cultural
diversity of art”, (Harrington, 1999:31). Harrington argues that pieces of art
can serve as “normative sources of social understanding in their own right”,
(Harrington, 1999:207). As Harrington observes, there are several methods of
regarding art from a sociological perspective, and considering the sociological
element is essential because art is inevitably full of reverences and
commentaries on the present day society. Sociological critics are then to look
at exactly how much references and commentaries function within the work of
art, so that codification of their method is possible. Some sociologists have
defined American dream as history of a society.

Sociological approach is aimed at individuals interested in the study of

social life and social relations and provides an opportunity to combine the
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study of research design and methods alongside analysis of contemporary
debates in sociology, social policy and social anthropology.

Based on the historical view, sociological approach came from
historical approach. It developed and has become sociological approach. Same
as historical approach, it also quest everything that out of the body of
literature, such as background of the author, social environment, reader
problems, etc.

In employing sociological approach in literature research, there are
some views of the approach should be understood. Following are the concept
and criteria, the method, and the strength and the weakness of sociological

approach.

a) The concept and criteria of sociological approach are:

e Sociological approach in early appear considered literature as a
transformation of history. All kinds of human activities, such as
culture, economic, industry, are give spirit and big influence the
writers.

e Intrinsic analysis focus on the major characters. The character who

had high value that formed and was born from society phenomenon.
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e Literature is effective medium to moving the human to fight their
importance from bourgeois, mighty government, etc.

e Literature analysis must be general in analyzing about the author
because life event or human accident that the author chose is the
human majority’s life accident.

e Sociological approach is use to analyze the life background of the
author such as about their ideology, philosophy, education, though,

vision, and also about the society who had literature.

b) Based on the concept and criteria of sociological approach above,
therefore we can use this method:

e In early we have to talk about the author, social aspect in their
creation, and literature reader.

e The importance things to analyze authors are their philosophy,
ideology, social status, religion and educational background. It is
ascertain the author visions and their fighting style that poured down
in their creations.

e We also analyze about the impression and acceptance of society to
the literature creation because literature creation can have high value

if the society use it as their specialty directly or indirectly.
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c¢) Strength and weakness of sociological approach:

Literature research with use sociological approach had strength which
literature viewed as culture result that society very need. Literature created to
educate human or society. Because literature is communication medium which
be able to recap the human life flaming and literature make subservient to
society.

Sociological approach had weakness because literature more
exceedingly use as opinion funnel. This approach in socialist and communist
countries often use as media to yell out social protests. Besides it, sociological
approach often ignore the own of literature because more inclined talk about

the out problems of literature.

2.2 American Dream

A unitary definition does not exist about the American dream, probably
has a different meaning to every US citizen. For some it is the dream of
freedom and equality, for others it is the dream of a fulfilled life or even the

dream of fame and wealth.
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In general, the American dream can be defined as being the opportunity
and freedom for all citizens to achieve their goals and become rich and
famous if only they work hard enough.

The first settlers hoped for freedom of religion; in their home countries
they had been persecuted because of their religious and political views. Bad
living conditions in Europe and the hope for better living standards in
America attracted more and more settlers to migrate to the new world. The
booming US industry during the first half of the 20th century caused the myth
“from rags to riches”.

Today’s role of the American dream is a matter of discussion. Some
think that the American dream is still a viable element today, for others it is
only an illusion.

In recent years, the concept of the American Dream as a national ideal
has been studied by various organizations. The conclusions of these studies
indicate that during the 1990s to the 2000s, a period of remarkable wealth for
the U.S., an increasing number of people confess to having lost faith in the
American Dream.

The American dream focuses on the success of the individual (not the

well-being of the whole population). On the one hand, this has advantages,
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e.g. lower taxes, little interference of the state. On the other hand, the same
advantages are disadvantageous for society: there is no social fond for the
poor and there is no serious interest in important issues like environmental
protection etc.

Historian and writer James Truslow Adams coined the phrase
“American Dream” in his 1931 book Epic of America:

“The American Dream is that dream of a land in which life should be

better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each

according to ability or achievement. It is a difficult dream for the

European upper classes to interpret adequately, and too many of us

ourselves have grown weary and mistrustful of it. It is not a dream of

motor cars and high wages merely, but a dream of social order in which
each man and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of
which they are innately capable, and be recognized by others for what
they are, regardless of the fortuitous circumstances of birth or position”.

(Adams, 1931: 27)

He also wrote that the American Dream that has lured tens of millions
of all nations to our shores in the past century has not been a dream of
material plenty, though that has doubtlessly counted heavily. It has been a
dream of being able to grow to fullest development as a man and woman,
unhampered by the barriers which had slowly been erected in the older

civilizations, unrepressed by social orders which had developed for the benefit

of classes rather than for the simple human being of any and every class.
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American Dream first expressed by him that citizens of every rank feel
that they can achieve a "better, richer, and happier life."The idea of the
American Dream is rooted in the second sentence of the Declaration of
Independence which states that "all men are created equal" and that they are
"endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights" including "Life,

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."

2.3 Definitions
There are four definitions which also carry as this writing, as follow are
definition of character, setting, ambition, motivation, and the definition of

happiness.

2.3.1 Character

Characters are usually presented through their action, dialect and
thoughts, as well as by description. Characterization can regard a variety of
aspects of a character, such as appearance, age, gender, educational level,
vocation of occupation, financial status, marital status, social status, cultural
background, hobbies, sexual orientation, religious beliefs, ambitions,

motivations, personality, etc.
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Reaske (1998:56) gave comments about the definition of character as
follows:

“Some characters in a novel don’t change the beginning as the same

kind of character as they are in the end. These passive characters are

acted upon the events of the novel, they are usually statics, or

unchanging conversely, some characters are active. They perform act,

they have a large part in the novel, and they usually undergo certain

changes as the result of the action of the story. Instead of being static,
they are considered dynamic.”

Type of characters, as quoted above, are called static and dynamic
characters. The static character is the character that does not undergo the
change from the beginning to the end of the story. On the contrary, the
dynamic character provides emotional changes at the end of the story.

Both static and dynamic characters give the interlink role in
constructing the unity of a story. This possibly related to the fictional story as
the integral unity in literary works. Fiction serves you a story about a person
or people had called “character”.

In literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing, Robert and Jacob
states;

“Character in literature and generally and in fiction specially, is an

extended verbal representation of human being, the inner self that

determines though, speech and behavior through dialogues, action and

commentary, authors capture some of character and circumstances”.
(Robert and Jacob, 1989:143)
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It can be summarized that character in literature is an author’s
representation of human being, specially of those inner qualities that
determines how an individuals reacts to various condition or attempts to shape
any one’s character.

According to Kennedy in “An Introduction of Fiction"” says:

“There are two kinds of character, namely, round and flat characters.

Round character, however, present with many faces, portray he

character in greater depth and in more generous detail. A flat character

usually has one outstanding or feature and if tend to stay the same

throughout the story”. (Kennedy, 1976: 46)

The writer can conclude that the round character is the character that
always changes. He or she can be a good person but sometimes can change
into bad person. A flat character is a character that is not change from the
beginning until the end of the story. If the character is a good person, he or she
will be good person from the beginning until the end of the story and he or she
can not change into a bad person.

According to Dietrich (1974: 75) “The Roles of Character in Fictions”
has divided character into four kinds:

1) A major character is a character whose role in the story important.

So it must play the role that defines the whole of the story. So that
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the readers know what the writer usually calls it in details, because it
will make the readers easy to consider his or her actions.

2) A minor character is a character whose role in the story is not
important; It has fewer roles in the story and its role just for
supporting the major character. Although a minor character has
fewer roles, it is also important to define the pot, because without a
minor character, the story will not complete and of course, the major
character will not function.

3) A protagonist is a character whose being is controlled to the action.
It is a good or positive character that is described by the author in
the story. The author makes the protagonist character as a certain
human ideal for the readers.

4) An antagonist as a character who provide some sort of contrast for
the protagonist. It is the opposite of protagonist. This character
usually arise the reader’s hate and it is also considered as a trouble
maker.

As one of the intrinsic elements of novel, the writer finds it is important

to put the definition of character because in the story, character help to bring

American dream to life.
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2.3.2 Setting

Generally, setting is a place and time where the story happens. Setting
can be described as the space which can be observed as the day, date, year,
season, period and so on.

Landy (1972: 160) explained that the setting is location and period in
which a story occurs. A story must take place and time. Therefore, it is
necessary to have the same setting. But the important of setting varies greatly
from story to story.

Further, setting has important role in a story because the people who
read the story can know where the character exists. This make the people are
include in the setting.

Refers to the previous definition, Sumarjo (1987: 76) has stated that
setting does not only show specific place and time but also absolute things
from an area, the communities thought, the madness, the style, curiosity and
SO on.

Base on the explanation above, setting has to integrate with other
component such as theme, plot and temperament that together play important

role constructing the story. Besides it, while setting includes simple attributes
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such a climate or wall decor, it can also complex dimensions such as the
historical moment the story occupies or its social context. Because particular
places and times have their own personality, setting is also one of the primary

ways that a fiction writer establishes mood.

2.3.3 Definition of Ambition

Ambition comes from Greek word “ambitio” means “to pretend”. Wish
for an attention, the madness respect, impassionate desire to rise the rank,
well-known and power. In other words, ambition is a big impassionate wish or
desires to reach something like a rank or position.

According to Sujanto (1993:177), ambition is a stimulus or motivation
of reach a good result which can be showed and esteemed by the others. So,
according to psychology, its result means to enhance the self-regard and
strengthen awareness for own self.

Ambition is the desire for personal achievement. Ambitious persons
seek to be the best at what they choose to do for attainment, power, or
superiority. Ambition is also the object of desire.

Acquired power can be wielded in the name of a vague or clear ideal or

multiple ideals. When ambition is used to seek a clear ideal, it develops a
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close relationship to extremism. Throughout human history, many examples
can be found of people who were extremely ambitious, for better and for
worse. The notorious Greek Herostratus had the ambition to become famous
by destroying the Temple of Artemis.

Basically, everyone has an ambitious attitude and potency. Its attitude
and potency are motivation which can bring a function or advantage if they
are used to get a good purpose. But many people still unrealized that excessive
ambition can destroy the efficacy which wishes reached for.

The overweening or excessive ambition has negative effective effect,
even for his self or others in scope of social association. Someone who have
an overweening ambition disposed to behave egoist in reaching its ambition.
He or she just concentrates his or her attention in his own aim without pay
attention to the other condition because his point of view is unopened again
for another people.

Actually, ambition can not always be identified with something ugly or
bad. It could only becomes a negative meaning if it is owned and directed an
overflowing of somebody desire to reach his or her own target without
carrying and thinking the situation or the condition of his or her environment.

On the contrary, ambition could become positive value if this matter is used as
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capital to get a good aim or idea without damage another people. According to
Sujanto (1993:178) that ambition attitude can means as quality which is
needed by human being as a power to directing and moving them to reach

what they want.

2.3.4 Definition of Motivation

Motive drives from Latin’s word ‘movere’ means to move. When we
attempt to learn why people move to do the thing they do, we are interested in
motivation and in motivated behavior. (Branca, 1965:383)

Motivation used in this research has universally been used in wide area
of subject matters. But in literary works, it has it own aspect mainly from the
character’s point of view. In daily life motivation has two meanings
sometimes. Some people say that motivation is a movement. But the others
say that motivation is a reason for action. In other word, to know further about
motivation, we have to pay attention to some definitions about motivation.
According to Guerin (1979: 324), motivation is the reason for the character’s
action (that is psychological motivation).

Furthermore, Reaske (1998:41-42) mentioned that motivation is the fact

remains that the larger actions which characters complete in the course of a
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play have identifiable motive behind them and thus we as critics have every
right and duty to analyze character’s motivations. Many plays have central
motive and in general these are the giant human emotions which motive most
people in real life. Reaske (1998:52) explained few of the most common
motivations as follow:

“First, hope for reward is character’s desires to bring happiness and
prosperity to him self or to those whom he loves, all of his actions are
planned to hasten he advent prosperity. He or she does virtually nothing
expect work toward this end; second, love is the motivation of character
to certain action because of the love which he or she has the love which
he wants or the love which someone has for him; third, fear or failure is
a motivation of character work in a certain fashion because he fears hat
he will be chorused if he does not. Everything he does designed to stall
or prevent the advent of misery, failure or literal or spiritual property;
forth, revenge is a motivation or desire of character to avenge the death
of a loved friend or relative. The character usually is willing to lose his
own life if necessary, a long a he is able to murder someone who has
wronged him; fifth, religious feeling hat can be discovered trough a
character who is motivated by religious faith. The character acts out of
deep feelings and conventions that he is acting as god so directs; sixth,
greed is a particular kind of motivation in the category of hope for
reward, which becomes an outstanding motive; and the seventh, jealous
is a final corollary kind of motivation, in this case connecting to both
love and the fear of failure. Jealous, sometime simply defined as human
envy, other times as overwhelmingly bitter hatred is operative in most
human relationship”. (Reaske, 1998:52)

This explained can be assumed that motivation is something that drives
people to act, move and do something what they want which influenced by

some factors such as desire or expectation, love, fear, revenge, religious
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feelings and greed even life stratification can also be motivation for someone
to move or act.
In this thesis, the motivation offered by Reaske will be used as one of

guideline of the analysis.

2.3.5 Definition of Happiness

Happiness is a state of mind or feeling characterized by contentment,
love, satisfaction, pleasure, or joy. A variety of philosophical, religious,
psychological and biological approaches have striven to define happiness and
identify its sources.

Philosophers and religious thinkers often define happiness in terms of
living a good life, or flourishing, rather than simply as an emotion. Happiness
in this older sense was used to translate the Greek Eudaimonia, and is still
used in virtue ethics.

Direct measurement of happiness presents challenges, tools such as The
Oxford Happiness Questionnaire have been developed by researchers.
Positive psychology researchers use theoretical models that include describing
happiness is consisting of positive emotions and positive activities, or that

describe three kinds of happiness: pleasure, engagement, and meaning.
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Research has identified a number of attributes that correlate with
happiness: relationships and social interaction, extraversion, marital status,
employment, health, democratic freedom, optimism, religious involvement,

income and proximity to other happy people.

In his book Authentic Happiness, Martin Seligman said that one of the
founders of positive psychology, describes happiness as consisting of
"positive emotions" and "positive activities". He further categorizes emotions
related to the past, present and future. Positive emotions relating to the past
include satisfaction, contentment, pride and serenity. Positive emotions
relating to the future include optimism, hope and trust. Positive emotions
about the present are divided into two categories: pleasure and gratifications.
The bodily and higher pleasures are "pleasures of the moment" and usually

involve some external stimulus. (http://www.postnuke.com/)

2.4 Biography of the Author

Christopher Paul Gardner was born February 9, 1954 in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin is a self-made millionaire, entrepreneur, motivational speaker, and

philanthropist who, during the early 1980s, struggled with homelessness while
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raising his toddler son, Christopher, Jr. Gardner's book of memoirs, The
Pursuit of Happyness, was published in May 2006.

As of 2006, he is Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of his own
stockbrokerage firm, Gardner Rich & Co, based in Chicago, Illinois, where he
resides when he is not living in New York City. Gardner credits his tenacity
and success to the "spiritual genetics" handed down to him by his mother,
Bettye Jean Triplett, née Gardner, and to the high expectations placed on him
by his children, son Chris Jr. was born 1981 and his daughter Jacintha was
born 1985. Gardner's personal struggle of establishing himself as a
stockbroker while managing fatherhood and homelessness is portrayed in the
2006 motion picture The Pursuit of Happyness, starring Will Smith.

Gardner was the second of Bettye Jean's four children. His three
siblings are Ophelia, an older half-sister from a previous union; and Sharon
and Kim, his younger half-sisters from Bettye Jean's marriage to his
stepfather, Freddie Triplett.

Gardner did not have many positive male role models as a child, as his
father, Thomas Turner, was living in Louisiana, and his stepfather was a
violent man who was physically abusive. Triplett's rages made Gardner and

his sisters constantly afraid. At one point Bettye Jean was imprisoned when
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Triplett reported her to the authorities for working while collecting welfare;
the children were put into foster care. At eight years of age Gardner and his
sisters went into the system a second time when their mother, unbeknownst to
them, was convicted of trying to kill Triplett by burning down the house when
he was inside it.

During Bettye Jean's incarceration, Gardner became acquainted with
his mother's three brothers — Archibald, Willie and Henry. Of the three, Henry
had the most profound influence on him, entering Gardner's world at a time
when he most needed a father figure. Tragically, Henry drowned in the
Mississippi River about a year after Gardner's mother was sent to prison. The
children learned she had been imprisoned when Bettye Jean arrived at Henry's
funeral escorted by a prison guard.

Despite her unhappy marriage and her periods of absence, Bettye Jean
was a source of inspiration and strength to her son Chris. She encouraged
Gardner to believe in himself and sowed the seeds of self-reliance in him.
Gardner quotes her as saying, "You can only depend on yourself. The cavalry
ain’t coming". Gardner also determined from his early experiences that
alcoholism, domestic abuse, child abuse, illiteracy, fear, and powerlessness

were all things he wanted to avoid in the future.



30

The late 1960s and early 1970s was a time of political and musical
awakening for Gardner. He developed a deep sense of black pride as he
became familiar with the works of Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, and
Eldridge Cleaver. During that time Gardner's world view expanded beyond
the African American experience; he learned of historical events such as the
Sharpeville Massacre, and as a result became increasingly aware of apartheid
in South Africa and international racial issues. Gardner learned to play the
trumpet and he enjoyed listening to music by Sly Stone, Buddy Miles, James
Brown, and his all-time favorite, Miles Davis.

Inspired by his Uncle Henry's worldwide adventures in the United
States Navy, Gardner decided to enlist shortly after graduating high school.
He was stationed at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina for four years, where he
was assigned as a corpsman. He became acquainted with a top San Francisco
cardiac surgeon, Dr. Robert Ellis, who offered Gardner a position assisting
him with innovative clinical research at the University of California Medical
Center and Veterans Administration Hospital in San Francisco, California.
Gardner accepted the job and moved to San Francisco upon his discharge
from the Navy in 1974. Over the next two years, he learned how to manage a

laboratory and to perform various surgical techniques. By 1976, he had full
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responsibilities in a laboratory and had co-authored with Dr. Ellis various
articles published in medical journals.

On June 18, 1977, Chris Gardner married Sherry Dyson, an
educational expert in mathematics, from Virginia. With his knowledge,
experience and contacts within the medical field, it appeared Gardner had his
medical career plans laid out before him. However, with ten years of medical
training ahead of him and with the changes in health care (such as HMOs) just
on the horizon, he realized that the medical profession would be vastly
different by the time he could practice medicine. Gardner was advised to
consider other more lucrative career options; just before Gardner's 26th
birthday, he informed his wife, Sherry, of his plans to abandon his dreams of
becoming a doctor.

His relationship with Sherry was strained, in part because of his
decision to forget a medical career and also due to differences in their
attitudes. While still living with Sherry, he began an affair with a dental
student named Jackie Medina, and she soon became pregnant with his child.
After three years of marriage to Sherry, he left her to move in with Jackie and
to prepare for fatherhood. Nine years elapsed before he and Sherry were

legally divorced in 1986.
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Gardner's son, Christopher Medina Gardner was born on January 28,
1981. Gardner worked as a research lab assistant at UCSF and at the Veterans
hospital after leaving the service. His assistant job only paid about $8,000 a
year which was not enough for him to support a live-in girlfriend and a child.
After four years, he quit these jobs and doubled his salary by taking a job as a
medical equipment salesman.

Prompted by his child's inquiries about his own father, Gardner had
previously been able to track down his biological father, Thomas Turner, over
the telephone. With the higher income that he was earning at his new job,
Gardner was able to save enough money to travel to Monroe, Louisiana.
There, he and his son met Turner for the first time.

Gardner returned to San Francisco determined to succeed at business.
A pivotal moment in his life occurred, after a sales call to a San Francisco
General Hospital, when he encountered an impeccably-dressed man in a red
Ferrari. Curious, Gardner asked the man what he did for a living. The man
told him he was a stock broker and, from that moment on, Gardner's career
path was decided. Eventually, Gardner bought a Ferrari of his own from the
famous basketball player, Michael Jordan. The Illinois license plate of

Gardner's black Ferrari reads "NOT MJ."
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The stockbroker in the red Ferrari was a man by the name of Bob
Bridges. He met with Gardner and gave him an introduction to the world of
finance. Bridges set up meetings between Gardner and branch managers at the
major stock brokerage firms that offered training programs such as Merrill
Lynch, Paine Webber, E.F. Hutton, Dean Witter Reynolds, and Smith Barney.
For the next two months, Gardner canceled or postponed his sales
appointments and his car amassed parking tickets while he met with
managers.

It appeared that Gardner got his "break" when he was accepted into a
training program at E.F. Hutton. He subsequently quit his sales job so that he
could dedicate his time exclusively to training as a stock broker. Then he
appeared at the office ready to work, only to discover that his hiring manager
had been fired the week before. To make matters worse, Gardner's
relationship with Jackie was falling apart. She accused him of beating her—an
accusation that Gardner denies to this day—and left him, taking their son with
her to the East Coast. He was taken to jail and a judge ordered that he stay
there, for ten days, as punishment for being unable to pay $1,200 in parking

tickets.
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Gardner returned home from jail and found his apartment empty. His
girlfriend and his son, along with all of his possessions (including his suits,
shoes and business apparel), had disappeared. With no experience, no college
education, virtually no connections, and with the same casual outfit he had
been wearing on the day he was taken into custody, Gardner gained a position
in Dean Witter Reynolds’ stock brokerage training program. However, with a
monthly stipend of $1,000 (which is equal to $2139 in present day value), and
no savings, he was unable to meet his living expenses.

Gardner worked to become a top trainee at Dean Witter Reynolds. He
arrived at the office early and stayed late each day, persistently making calls
to prospective clients with his goal being 200calls/day. His perseverance paid
off when, in 1982, Gardner passed his licensing exam on the first try and
became a full employee of the firm. Eventually, Gardner was recruited by
Bear Stearns & Company in San Francisco.

About four months after Jackie disappeared with their son, she
returned and left him with Gardner. By then, Gardner was able to afford a
small rent and was rooming in a flophouse. He willingly accepted sole
custody of his child; however, the rooming house where he lived did not allow

children. Although he was gainfully employed, Gardner and his son secretly
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struggled with homelessness while he saved money for a rental house in
Berkeley, California.

Meanwhile, none of Gardner's coworkers knew that he and his son
were homeless in the Tenderloin District of San Francisco for nearly a year.
Gardner often scrambled to place his child in daycare, stood in soup lines and
slept wherever he and his son could find safety—in his office after hours, at
flophouses, at parks, and even in a locked bathroom at the Bay Area Rapid
Transit station.

Concerned for Chris Jr.’s well-being, Gardner asked Reverend Cecil
Williams to allow them to stay at the Glide Memorial United Methodist
Church’s shelter for homeless women, now known as The Cecil Williams
Glide Community House. The Reverend agreed without hesitation. Today,
when asked what he remembers about being homeless, Christopher Gardner,
Jr. recalls "I couldn't tell you that we were homeless, I just knew that we were
always having to go. So, if anything, I remember us just moving, always
moving.

In 1987, Chris Gardner established the brokerage firm, Gardner Rich &
Co, in Chicago, Illinois, an "institutional brokerage firm specializing in the

execution of debt, equity and derivative products transactions for some of the
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nation’s largest institutions, public pension plans and unions." His new
company was started in his small Presidential Towers apartment, with start-up
capital of $10,000 and a single piece of furniture: a wooden desk that doubled
as the family dinner table. Gardner reportedly owns 75 percent of his stock
brokerage firm with the rest owned by a hedge fund. He chose the name
"Gardner Rich" for the company because he considers Marc Rich, the
commodities trader pardoned by former president Bill Clinton in 2001, "one
of the most successful futures traders in the world.

After Gardner sold his small stake in Gardner Rich in a multi-million
dollar deal in 2006, he became CEO and founder of Christopher Gardner
International Holdings, with offices in New York, Chicago, and San
Francisco. During a visit to South Africa to observe elections around the time
of 10th anniversary of the end of apartheid, Gardner met with Nelson Mandela
to discuss possible investment in South African emerging markets as indicated
in his 2006 autobiography. Gardner is reportedly developing an investment
venture with South Africa that will create hundreds of jobs and introduce
millions in foreign currency into the nation. Gardner has declined to disclose

details of the project citing securities laws.
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Chris Gardner is a philanthropist who sponsors many charitable
organizations, primarily the Cara Program and the Glide Memorial United
Methodist Church in San Francisco, where he and his son received
desperately-needed shelter. He has helped fund a US$50 million project in
San Francisco that creates low-income housing and opportunities for
employment in the area of the city where he was once homeless. As well as
offering monetary support, Gardner donates clothing and shoes. He makes
himself available for permanent job placement assistance, career counseling
and comprehensive job training for the homeless population and at-risk
communities in Chicago.

Dedicated to the well-being of children through positive paternal
involvement, Gardner serves on the board of the National Fatherhood
Initiative (NFI). He is also a board member of the Natioﬁal Education
Foundation and sponsors two annual education awards: the MNational
Education Association's National Educational Support Personnel Award and
the American Federation of Teachers' Paraprofessionals and School-Related
Personnel Award.

In 2002, Gardner received the Father of the Year Award from the NFI.

Since then, Gardner also had the honor of receiving the 25th Annual
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Humanitarian Award and the 2006 Friends of Africa Award, presented by the
Los Angeles Commission on Assaults Against Women (LACAAW) and by the
Continental Africa Chamber of Commerce, respectively and in 2008, he spoke
at his daughter's graduation from Hampton University.

Gardner realized his story had Hollywood potential after an
overwhelming national response to an interview he did with 20/20 in January
2002. He published his autobiography on May 23, 2006, before becoming an
associate producer of the major motion picture The Pursuit of Happyness,
directed by Gabriele Muccino and released by Columbia Pictures on
December 15, 2006. The unusual spelling of the film's title comes from a sign
Gardner saw when he was homeless. In the film, "happiness" is misspelled
outside the daycare facility Gardner's son attends.

In the hope Gardner's story would inspire the down-trodden citizens of
Chattanooga, Tennessee to achieve financial independence and to take greater
responsibility for the welfare of their families, the mayor of Chattanooga
organized a viewing of the film for the city's homeless. Gardner himself felt
that it was imperative to share his story for the sake of its widespread social

issues. "When 1 talk about alcoholism in the household, domestic violence,
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child abuse, illiteracy, and all of those issues—those are universal issues;
those are not just confined to ZIP codes," he said.

Gardner was noticeably absent from the movie's (The Pursuit of
Happyness) premiere on December 15, 2006. He chose, instead, to be the
guest inspirational speaker at a Christmas party for JHT Holdings, Inc., in
Kenosha, Wisconsin.

Gardner was featured in the Canadian documentary Come on Down:
Searching for the American Dream (2004), where he spoke about the
American Dream at his office in downtown Chicago. The documentary also
featured Bob Barker and Hunter S. Thompson. Gardner also made a cameo
appearance in the 2008 comedy film The Promotion, where he played a

community leader.
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CHAPTER I1I

DATA ANALYSIS

3.1 Sociological Approach in the Novel

Sociological approach in its early appearance had been seen literature
as a mirror of history, especially history about economic and technology’s
development, and class contrast history. All kind of human activities, like
culture, economic, and industry gave spirit and big influence to the authors.
Literature analysis must be directed to the authors. They have high value if
they be able to recapitulate the breath of era into their creations.

Based on the historical approach which developed to sociological
approach, American dream is a history of trust and desire about the wealth of
United States. Everybody who arrived there can make true his or her dream,
both in pursue happiness, wealth and success because American dream is the
National ethos of United States of America in which democratic ideals are
perceived as a promise of prosperity for its people. American dream has also

influenced Chris Gardner in pursuit his success.




41

In literature, sociological approach started from an assumption that
literature is the reflection of human life. Through literature authors expresses
their problems or human problems in which they are involved because they
are part of society. Literature approves influence from the society and gives it
to them. Sociological approach is uses to analyze the life background of the
authors, their ideology, education, vision, and also their environment.

In “The Pursuit of Happyness” the story described about Chris
Gardner’s life journey as a native Milwaukee, just out of the navy, arrived in
San Francisco to pursue his success. The story is the essence of American
dream which described about Chris Gardner’s struggling in pursuit his
success. A story about hardship, hard work, homeless or vagrant, and also
universal topics like, domestic violence, alcoholic in household, child abuse,
illiteracy and poverty. Besides it, the story gives the readers a lesson how to
take care child for a man who a single parent and a comprehension about
discrepancy between poor and wealth people or bourgeois. All of it has done
in San Francisco.

San Francisco is the place which Chris Gardner began to pursued his
dream. It is a city which popular as international tourist destination, renowned

for its chilly summer fog, steep rolling hills, electric mix of Victorian and
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modern architecture and its famous landmarks, including the Golden Gate
Bridge, the cable cars, and Chinatown. The city is also a principal banking and
finance centre, and the come of over 30 international financial institutions,
helping to make San Francisco fifteenth in the list of cities by GDP and eight
in the United States. San Francisco has also ever became the explosion of jobs
many people, especially African American from the south to the area.

San Francisco has two names those are “The Land of Milk and Honey”
and Emerald City of Oz. it is a glitter city, and according to Chris Gardner in
the novel said that “the beauty of San Francisco was sweep up my sadness
remind. It is also deceive, moreover cruel sometimes. Not always easy to fight
and survive there”. (Gardner, 2007:5)

Chris Gardner was born 1954 in Milwaukee which at the moment, the
Government of United States outgone the fourteenth announcement which has
content about prohibition to schools in order to not do the discrimination
between white and colored skin included black in entire of part nations in
United States.

There were so many conflicts in San Francisco as a result of the

increasing out of homeless or vagrant population in its period. The

government stated that in last of decade, homeless epidemic has extended and
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developed as a result of some factors, such as the decision of drastic deduction
of government’s budget to all mental health facilities, and also the limited
treatment decision for some Vietnam war’s veterans who experienced post-
traumatic depression, with alcoholic addicted and drugs.

The bad habit or disease epidemic of society has also in many other
areas in United States. As long as the winter which has long and cold in 1982,
when the government decided to subtract poor citizen’s helping program,
economic condition in Bay Area and the other part of Unite States in lowering
or discharger. On the time, working and housing that proper was hardest to
found. The condition became one cause of easy access to found cheap drugs in
roads, like angel-dust and PCP (Psychotropic group II, kind of narcotics).

In the other place, some businessman has complained that many tourists
scared to visit as a result of vagrant. Besides it, if people ever went to San
Francisco in early 1980, people might not felt that it is in crisis which made
the city in lowing. But, people might ever warn to watch over their self from
the gamblers, immoral woman, drugs opium addict and snatchers. This
condition in Milwaukee has called as “just went crazy” area. In San Francisco,
people can see long line-up in buying primary foods, the increase number of

beggar until repeatedly again and many times over. Women and children who
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stay in accommodating place which dense exceed capacity. The adolescent
who leaved out from home, or vagrants who slept in the site street, parking
areas, bus and train stations and under bridge. Besides it, the work
presentation also which poor has raised, until they can categorized as vagrant
too, because actually they have income, but it is not suffice for their family’s
needs.

These are the life condition in San Francisco, in the years which Chris
Gardner who has in same experienced destiny like as vagrant, which began to
pursued his dream. In the period also, disorder happened in United States,
such as outbreak of America-Vietham’s war, demonstrations in pursue civil
right, disturbances and killing, hippies and much politic activities. All troubles
which has happened in United States, especially in San Francisco at the
moment, has influenced to made Chris Gardner’s opinions about his self,
nations, worlds and also about life.

The life journey of Chris Gardner from Milwaukee to the city of
success (San Francisco), was writing in a novel after wards. It has read of so
many people in the world. The story has inspired them. So that, there are some

comments of the readers about the story.
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Reverend Cecil Williams, Glide United Methodist Church (2007) said
that, this is a real story, fantastic, amazing, enthusiastic, and also it is about
universal life story. This story can give us new knowledge about discrepancy
between poor people and rich people or bourgeoisies which more and more
wide. The Pursuit of Happyness will make the reader of this story can not
sleep a night, if they like new knowledge.

Besides it, according to Donald Trump (2007) that it is a story which
inspiring reader about how surprised an enthusiasm of a man who pursuit hi
happiness in a sparkling or glorious place like San Francisco, and Chris
Gardner still exist there. This story gave precious lessons about the important
meaning of strong desire and a violent story.

Their comments are indicates that this story has inspired many people

and it can be a motivation for them and the others in getting their dream.

3.2 American Dream in the Novel

Everybody has a dream and it is different for each other. The dream has
so many orientations, such as money orientation, happiness, even their
orientation to the heaven. There are also want to success in their career, make

happy their beloved people, and so on. Chris Gardner has also a man who
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pursued his dream or desire for the sake of making his children and his
beloved people.

The dream can not realize without effort, hard working, optimism,
motivation, enthusiasm, ambition, sacrifice and strong seriousness about the
desire which he or she pursue. Likewise, Chris Gardner has struggled to get
his dream.

This novel described, about Chris Gardner’s extraordinary journey from
homelessness to success as a stockbroker, all while supporting his young son
as a single parent. He is an African American who lives in San Francisco. He
is the owner and CEO of Christopher Gardner International Holdings with
offices in New York, Chicago and San Francisco. Surmounting acute
obstacles on his road to success, Gardner is an avid motivational speaker,
addressing the keys to self-empowerment, beating odds and breaking cycles.
Gardner is also a passionate philanthropist committed to many charitable
organizations. He is currently working at an investment project in South
Africa that seeks to improve the lives of thousands of previously
disadvantaged South African entrepreneurs.

The amazing story of Gardner’s life was published as a novel, The

Pursuit of Happiness, story of his struggling to pursuit his success. Always
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hard working and tenacious, a series of circumstances in the early 1980’s left
Gardner homeless in San Francisco and the sole guardian of his toddler son.
Unwilling to give up Chris Jr. or his dream of financial independence,
Gardner started at the bottom. Without connections or college degree, he
earned a spot in the Dean Witter Reynolds training program. Often spending
his night in a church shelter or the bathroom at Bay Area Rapid Transit station
in Oakland, Gardner was the sole trainee offered a job at Dean Witter
Reynolds in 1981. He spent 1983-1987 at Bear Stearns & Co, where he
became a top earner, and then in 1987, he founded the brokerage firm Gardner
Rich & Co in Chicago.

Chris Gardner was born on February 9, 1954 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Gardner never knew his father. He lived with his stepsisters, stepfather and his
mother, Bettye Jean Gardner, whom adored and, when necessary, in foster
homes. Despite a life of hardship and emotional scarring, his mother provided
him with strong “spiritual genetics” and taught him some of the greatest
lessons of his life, which he follows to his day. Bettye Jean convinced him
that in spite of where he came from, he could attain whatever goals he set for
himself by saying “if you want to, one day you could make a million dollars”.

Gardner believed this to be fact, and knew he would have to find a career he
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could be passionate about and one that would allow him to “be word-class at
something”.

Gardner life was full with bitterness and difficulty. He was growing up
in the family which his cruel stepfather was an alcoholic who has very
violence sometimes. But his mother became his inspiration to be strong and
independence since he was child until adolescent which has formed him till
adult. Moreover, he has a family and a child, Christopher Jr, the bitterness
always escort in his life. His new family life was disarray or disorder and ever
became vagrant. Even, in several times he and his son spending their night in
a church shelter or at the bathroom of a Bay Area Rapid Transit station.

Although in hardness life, he did not want to neglect his son. Because
he did not want his son feel same as him, suffered because he has no lived
with his father. So, wherever he went he always brought his son, even at his
work place.

The hardness experience in life has became one of his motivations in
struggled and fight to exist he and his son’s life in pursuit his success. He
always remembered his mother who said that the words very important in
English language are “please and thank you”. He always practiced these

words and it always motivated him. Besides it, if he met every success people
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he would be asking two questions were “what do you do? And how do you do
that?”. It is point out that Gardner is a man who very enthusiastic. As we
know that in American dream, there are enthusiasm, optimism, motivation,
ambition, hard work, sacrifice, etc. Chris Gardner has done everything in
American Dream. Such as enthusiasm with guess two questions for every
success people he met.

“The Pursuit of Happyness” is about American dream and commitment
to family in the face of great odd. The novel is fictionalized but stays true to
Gardner’s struggle for success and dedication to his son. A story of hardship
and hard work, paternal love and frustration, could easily be too saccharine for
words. It’s saved from this fate by Chris Gardner desperation. Behind his
indomitable pluck, Gardner is truly desperate. He has no money, no home,
uncertain prospects, and the responsibility of providing for a young child. He
hides his circumstances from his colleagues. He’s spends an inordinate
amount of energy chasing errant bone scanners around town. He compromises
his ethics. His single-mindedness eventually brought him in Wall Street. He
has get his success and made real his American dream in his life.

American dream, as we know that there are motivations in builds

success people. Chris Gardner has also many motivations in his life journey to
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be success. Such as, his mother’s words, hardness, homeless, poverty, racism,
etc, it has motivated him to move or act. As the theory of Branca (1965: 383)
that motivation drives from Latin’s word “movere” means to move. When we
attempt to learn why people move to do the thing they do, we are interested in
motivation and in motivated behavior. Besides it according to Guerin (1979:
324) that motivation is the reason for he character’s action. So, we can
identify that there are many motivation of Chris Gardner in moved or
struggled to success and made real his dream.

Basically, everyone has an ambitious attitude and potency. Its
attitude and potency are motivations which can bring a function or advantage
if they are used to get a good purpose. As according to Sujanto (1993: 178)
that

“Ambition can not always be identified with something ugly or bad. It
could only becomes a negative meaning if it’s owned and directed an
overflowing of somebody desire to reach his or her own target without
carrying and thinking the situation of his or her environment. Ambition
could become positive value if this matter is used as capital to get a
good aim or idea without damage another people”.

In this story ”The Pursuit of Happyness”, Chris Gardner counted the

person who has positive ambition. We can find it in his struggling to pursuit

his dream through good way.
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Besides it, we can see that he has positive ambition because according
to him in the novel;

“Money is not something significant for wealth. My income is not reach
four hundred order of succession people by Forbes. And I have not
ambition that my name is include in the list. But, I am healthy as a
single parent with a lot of help. I've raised two children that have
become special young people although without their mother until they
grow become young people who has conspicuous achievement. And the
last, I work in position which reflects the value that I am confess. That’s
wealth definition to me”. (Gardner, 2007:393)

With following this statement, we can find that Chris Gardner is include
in the people who have positive ambition and it is one of the elements of
American dream.

American dream according to historian and writer James Truslow

Adams in his 1931 book Epic of America:

“The American Dream is that dream of a land in which life should be
better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each
according to ability or achievement. It is a difficult dream for the
European upper classes to interpret adequately, and too many of us
ourselves have grown weary and mistrustful of it. It is not a dream of
motor cars and high wages merely, but a dream of social order in which
each man and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of
which they are innately capable, and be recognized by others for what
they are, regardless of the fortuitous circumstances of birth or position”.
(Adams, 1931: 27)

This is one of statements about American Dream, one dream of the

people who comes to America includes African American are to get their
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dream to success although they were become slave on the name of racism.
Chris Gardner has also moved from Milwaukee to San Francisco for one
reason. It is American dream.

In the novel, Chris Gardner is one of African American who success in
make real his dream without carrying racism in his business world in Dean
Witter although he was only one black skin there, which lowed from his
partners in Dean Witter office sometimes. Dean Witter was the place which
the first time he worked as a broker.

Gardner successes to prove that American dream is the dream of
everybody without exception, because according to him American dream is
the freedom in pursue something wishes without carrying with racism, caste,
country, and so on. It is the opportunity of everybody.

In this novel, we find that Chris Gardner is not a man who got his
success suddenly. He has ever fall down, both in financial and his self life.
But, his optimism, enthusiasm, motivation, hard work, and sacrifice has
brought him in getting his dream became real. Eventually, he can get Wall
Street, a famous brokerage company in the world. He has struggled with

totality.
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More than a memoir of Gardner’s financial success, this is the story of a
man who breaks his own family’s cycle of men abandoning their children.
Chris Gardner has strong optimism which escorted him in the hill of

happiness. Gardner’s life journey is the essence of real American dream.

3.2 The Happiness Means for the Main Character

Everybody has a dream to be happy. Happiness is a feeling that God
gives to everyone, but it depends on the effort of them to get it. However, the
real happiness always surrounding with hardness, unpleasant, sacrifices and
challenges. It often becomes motivations to many people in getting their
dream.

According to Guerin (1979: 324) that motivation is the reason for the
character’s action. So, in this novel ”The Pursuit of Happyness”, Gardner as
the main character, used his hardship, homeless, or his life experience as
motivations to pursuit his happiness.

Besides it, social order or racism can also be general thing which can be
a motivation in reach happiness or success. It has motivated many success
figures in the world especially in America. Such as, Martin Luther, Oprah

Winfrey, Chris Gardner, etc.
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From zero to hero, they were struggling and fighting to defend their life
or their community’s life. For example, Martin Luther has struggled for the
human right of black people in the land of slavery, racism and “American
Dream”. Oprah Winfrey, according to the 2009 Forbes International
Billionaire List, Oprah Winfrey with a net worth of $2.7 billion is the richest
black person in the world, and was once the world's only black billionaire.
Besides it, Chris Gardner also an African American has pursuit his happiness
there.

In the title of novel “Happyness” spelled with a “Y™, it has reason why
the novel title was like that. According to Gardner when the CNBC has
interviewed him in 2007:

“There was a place called “Happyness” that became very, very

important to my son and I. they spelled happiness with a ”Y™. It was

Happyness Daycare Center. In the cover of the novel, Y is in a different

color. I wanted that for a very particular reason because I want people

to start thinking about, well, you and your happiness and what make

you happy. And everyone you talk to today is probably going to have a

different definition of happiness”. (www. CNBC.com, 2007)

The author wrote that everyone has their own meaning in define
happiness. “Happiness” according to Chris Gardner is as a workaholic like

him, happiness is if he can get his leisure time from his busiest activities and

uses for enjoyed some goodtime. (Gardner, 2007: 393)
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Besides it, Gardner said that happiness for him is if he is healthy. As a
single parent with a lot of help, he has raised two children that have become
fabulous, young people. And he is now in a position to do work that reflects
his values that makes him happy.

In this novel, which talked about Chris Gardner’s extraordinary journey
from homelessness to success as a stockbroker, while all supporting his young
son as a single parent. He can get his happiness is one of the implementation

of “American Dream”.

3.4 History of African-American

The Black people in America are primarily descended from slaves sold
to British North America (which later became Canada and the United States)
during the Atlantic slave trade.

By 1860, here were 3.5 million enslaved Africans in the Southern
United States, and another 500,000 Africans life free across the country. In
1863, during the American Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation. The proclamation declared all slaves in states
that have seceded from the union were free. Advancing Union troops enforced

the proclamation with Texas being the last state to be emancipated in 1865.
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While the post-war reconstruction era was initially a time of progress for
African-Americans, in the late 1890s, Southern states enacted Jim Crow laws
to enforce racial segregation and disenfranchisement. Most African-
Americans followed the Jim Crow laws and assumed a posture of humility
and servility to prevent becoming victims of racially motivated violence. To
maintain self-esteem and dignity, middle-class African Americans created
their own school, churches, banks, social clubs, and other businesses.

In the last decade of the nineteenth century in the United States, racially
discriminatory laws and racial violence aimed at African Americans began to
mushroom. These discriminatory acts included racial segregation — upheld by
the United States Supreme Court decision in Plessy V. Ferguson in 1896 —
which has legally mandated by southern states and nationwide at the local
level of government, voter suppression or disenfranchisement in the southern
states, denial of economic opportunity or resources nationwide, and private
acts of violence and mass racial violence aimed at African Americans
unhindered or encouraged by governmen